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                      EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

               ‘Supporting parents as they lead their children in spiritual growth

                 and educational excellence by teaching and living Biblical truths.’

Tuesday August 17, 2010





                Tena koutou te whanau

From the Deputy Principal’s Desk
No longer do I turn on the heater in Room 6 each morning and photocopy the homework sheets on Mondays. I no longer prepare times tables cards for Friday testing nor mark social science projects. Neither do I ask students to become vacuum cleaners and clean the floor at the end of the day, but I still think about the students well being and their progress – all the time!!

This year I’ve had the privilege of teaching in each classroom rather than just one. It has enabled me to appreciate all levels of the school. I know first hand the challenges and joys that teachers and parents experience with each different age group. I’ve also been given the time to explore The New Zealand Curriculum and share findings with the teachers as we implement changes together and measure the students’ progress. Our major focus is on literacy and numeracy but we have also spent time working on further development in science and social sciences.
A significant amount of time and money has been used to boost the number and variety of numeracy games to support number knowledge and strategies. For me it has meant many days and evenings in weekends and holidays creating and packaging the new resources. Some parents and staff have helped and others have been supporting students to use them in the classrooms. Thank you!
With the introduction of the NZ National Standards, teachers and I have been actively involved in assessing students in reading, writing and numeracy against the expectations. Each students report is the result of carefully analysed samples of work and tests and observations made in the classroom and in conference with the child. The teachers and then meet and discuss each child’s progress and achievement to identify the next steps in learning.

Training is ongoing, across NZ, regarding the implementation of the Standards and over time we expect there will be modifications, so that report at the end of their first, second and third years at school and every school year thereafter can be as clear and meaningful as possible. We look forward to your feedback.
For you a highlight of Learner Led Conferences will be sharing Sample Books with your young people.  
I hope you enjoy the experience as much as I have.
Simone Thomas: Deputy Principal: Head of Primary
School Trip: The Seniors students, Rooms 5, 6, and 7, will visit Ferrymead, on Monday, August 23. 
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They will travel by bus, leaving school at 9:00am and returning by the end of the day. 
Please make sure each one has warm clothing and food for morning tea and lunch. 
The total cost, including transport, will be $8 but the school will pay half of this. 
The difference will be charged to your accounts.  

Next Year: Those of you who have younger siblings of current students due to start school next year or know of others who are interested in enrolling students at Emmanuel Christian School should complete applications for them before the end of this week. Please either contact the school office for application forms or download 

them from the website: www.emmanuelchristian.school.nz
If you would like to meet with me prior to applying, please call school on 359 3595. 
Friday August 27: Fantastic Friday this time will be a ‘trash and treasure’ Market Day. Students are encouraged to bring no more that 20 items to sell at 50c or $1 each. Our preference would be for these items to be made at home to tie in with our technology focus for the term. However, this is not compulsory and it will be acceptable to bring second-hand books and toys etc. All funds raised will go towards a worthy cause yet to be decided.  As usual it is not necessary for students to wear school uniform but they must pay for the privilege - a gold coin donation towards our World Vision child.

Re Middle Schooling: Please keep Tuesday evening, September 14 free for a meeting between parents, BOT, Proprietor Trust and the Senior Leadership Team.  This is the one you’ve been waiting for. We’ll be discussing: our points of difference, a possible timetable, curriculum content, assessment procedures, the sharing of resources, finances and staffing, property development, the school uniform.
Schools Music Festival: 
Practice Days: Thursday, August 19 at Christ College from 12:45 to 2:45pm. Leaving school 12:15pm and returning before 3:15pm. Thursday October 14, at the Town Hall. Leave school 9:00am, return by 1:00pm Please note that a charge of $10 will be added to student accounts for the cost of the bus fares. The Performance: October 14. Choir members need to be at the Town Hall for the evening performance by 7:10pm wearing immaculate school uniform.

Talent Quest: Heats will be held throughout the week ending September 10. The finals will be held on Friday morning, September 10 at 9:00am. Mrs Heather Kench, from Middleton Grange School will judge. All performances must be supportive of our school’s Special Character, in content and dignity. Check the lyrics of the songs carefully.
Car-boot Sale: The next market will be on Saturday September 11 at the Bishopdale Elim Church which is fund-raising to build a pastoral training centre in the Philippines. School pays to have a car of goodies on sale. Proceeds of our sales come back to us. If you have anything you could contribute please call Elaine on 359 6797.
Term 3 Calendar – Please note changes

	Monday, August 2
	ECS enrolment season opens for 2011

	Tues–Thurs, Aug 17 - 19
	Learner Led Conferences

	Thursday, Aug 19
	Choir at Massed Choir Festival Practice

	Monday, August 23
	Senior School visit to Ferrymead – Rooms 5,6,& 7 – all day

	Friday, August 27
	Fantastic Friday: A Trash and Treasure day. 

	Mon, Sept 6 –Tues, Sept 14
	School Mobile Dental Clinic at school

	
	

	Friday, Sept 10
	Talent Quest  

	Tuesd, September 14
	Next meeting re Middle School

	Thurs, September 16
	Board of Trustees Meeting in the staffroom at 7:00pm

	Friday, September 24
	Fantastic Friday and End of Term


'A Day Together' is coming to Christchurch so keep September 11 free. This is an enjoyable, inspirational, and practical seminar, presented by Family Life that shows us how to enjoy our marriage - not endure it. The presenters are dynamic people, committed to encouraging and equipping us to build strong and lasting marriages. In the 6 sessions you will learn about:  why we drift apart, how to grow together, how to handle conflict, how to keep the spark alive, harmony in the home, leaving a legacy. The sessions are non-threatening. There are no group discussions. It’s a valuable day - well worth $100 per couple - a great investment to make in your marriage. Brochures are available from the school office.

For further information please phone Jenny 3592204 or book online at www.familylife.org.nz
School Uniform: Has anyone got a spare Emmanuel Christian School Polar Fleece at home which is not needed any more? A size 8 or 10 is needed please. We would be happy to pay a reasonable price. Ring Elizabeth on 323-4251. 
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‘Walk as children of light’                
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