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                      EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

               ‘Supporting parents as they lead their children in spiritual growth

                 and educational excellence by teaching and living Biblical truths.’

Tuesday August 10, 2010





                Tena koutou te whanau

From the Principal’s Heart

Those of you who have worked with us over recent years in developing our curriculum will know that, pivotal to our plans, have been four of the Emmanuel Proprietor Trust educational principles. They are: Concerning the Word of God, Concerning Life and Faith, Concerning the Cosmos – The Created Order, Concerning Man’s Task in the World. This term we are giving special attention to the Word of God. We always do of course but at this time we have closely examined the detail of the EPT Principle 1 and are blending it into our cross-curricula planning. This kind of thinking tends to occupy our thoughts for long periods of time.  In preparing the devotional for a meeting at school of the principals from Christian Schools throughout the South Island it followed that we should focus on some of the ideas our staff had been presenting to the children. My own personal devotions that morning lead me to the feeding of the five thousand. I was tempted to think, “Oh! I know all about that!” and then to hurry my way through the chapter. Praise God, I yielded not to temptation. In Luke 9 Jesus first sends out “The Twelve” Then we read of how Herod is perplexed by their witness. Next the apostles return and give Jesus a report. Following that wonderful news Jesus and his apostles retreat to Bethsaida. The crowds follow them and late in the afternoon Jesus feeds five thousand with five loaves and two fish. “They all ate and were satisfied” (verse 17) Wow!!! No mention of allergic reactions, gluten free needs, diabetes etc, etc. Jesus fed them all and they were satisfied. I urged the principals by God’s grace and in the power of His might go and do likewise with these precious young people who have been given into our care.
A Reminder: We have school photos tomorrow. Please make sure everyone is spit spot in immaculate school uniform for the occasion.
School Wide Trip: Over the next two weeks our classes are going off-site to visit Ferrymead as part of our Technology focus for this term. They will travel by bus, leaving school at 9:00am and returning by the end of the day. Please make sure each child has warm clothing and food for morning tea and lunch. The Junior classes, Rooms 1, 2, 3, 4, are going Next Monday: August 16 and the Seniors, Rooms 5, 6, and 7 are going in Monday, August 23. The total cost, including transport, will be $8 but the school will pay half of this. The difference will be charged to your accounts.
Learner Led Conferences will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, August 17, 18 and 19. School will close at 2:00pm on those days. Appointments will be sent home later this week
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Next Year: Those of you who have younger siblings of current students due to start school next year or know of others who are interested in enrolling students at Emmanuel Christian School should complete applications for them before August 20 this year. 
Please either contact the school office for application forms or download 

them from the website: 

 

www.emmanuelchristian.school.nz
If you would like to meet with me prior to applying, 

please call school on 359 3595. 
Good News!!!! Good News!!!! And special thanks to Mrs Down who has won a “Caltex Energy for Learning Resource Grant” of $300 for Reading Recovery within the school, along with some CD’s of Constable Keith and Sniff’s Greatest Hits. Well done, Mrs Down.
Re Middle Schooling: Please see the enclosed letters re our plans to establish a Middle School for 

Years 7-10 at Emmanuel.
Schools Music Festival: Orders are now being taken for tickets at a reduced rate of $12 an adult, and are available through the school office for our performance night on Thursday, October 14 in the Town Hall. Thursday, August 12, is the last day for orders at the cheaper rate. The school receives a 5% commission on total ticket orders.
Practice Days: Thursday, August 19 at Christ College from 12:45 to 2:45pm. Leaving school at 12:15pm and returning before 3:15pm.

Thursday, October 14 morning of performance, Town Hall. Leave school at 9:00am, return by 1:00pm
Please note that a charge of $10 will be added to student accounts to cover the cost of the bus fares
The Performance: October 14. All choir members will need to be at the Town Hall for the evening performance by 7:10pm wearing immaculate school uniform.
Talent Quest: Heats will be held throughout the week ending September 10. The finals of our Emmanuel School Talent Quest will be held on Friday morning, September 10 at 9:00am. Mrs Heather Kench, Head of Primary at Middleton Grange School will judge the finals. All performances must be supportive of our school’s Special Character, in content and dignity. Please check the lyrics of the songs carefully.

Sports Results: Soccer: Won against Riccarton 5-0, Netball Teams both had byes.
Term 3 Calendar

	Monday, August 2
	ECS enrolment season opens for 2011

	Wednesday, August 11
	Cycle Safety for Year 6 only – 1:15 – 2:45pm. 
School Photos

	Thursday, August 12
	Cycle Safety for Years 5 & 6
Combined BOT, EPT, Senior Leadership Team meeting 7:00pm

	Monday, August 16
	Donald Benn, World Vision to morning assembly

	Monday, August 16
	Junior School visit to Ferrymead – Rooms 1,2,3 & 4 – all day

	Tues–Thur, Aug 17 - 19
	Learner Led Conferences

	Thursday, Aug 19
	Choir at Massed Choir Festival Practice

	Monday, August 23
	Senior School visit to Ferrymead – Rooms 5,6,& 7 – all day

	Friday, August 27
	Celebration Assembly – Room 6

	Friday, Sept 3
	Celebration Assembly – Room 1

	Mon, Sept 6 –Tues,Sept 14
	School Mobile Dental Clinic at school

	Friday, Sept 10
	Talent Quest  

	Friday, Sept 17
	Celebration Assembly – Room 5

	Thurs, September 16
	Board of Trustees Meeting in the staffroom at 7:00pm

	Friday, September 24
	Fantastic Friday and End of Term


School Uniform: Has anyone got a spare Emmanuel Christian School Polar Fleece at home which is not needed any more? A size 8 or 10 is needed please. We would be happy to pay a reasonable price. Ring Elizabeth on 323-4251. 
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‘Walk as children of light’                                      
Open letter to Parent Meeting Emmanuel Christian School 27 July 2010.

Greetings All,

The Christian Schools’ Network is an affiliation of Christian schools which have chosen to work together to grow the number of places available in such schools and to raise the quality of Christian Education. The network has a heart to give parents the choice of a high quality, affordable, local Christian School option.

The Christian Schools’ Network includes Emmanuel Christian School, Hillview Christian School, Middleton Grange School and Aidanfield Christian School amongst others. The network board has principal, proprietor and board representation from these four schools.

Thanks to the commitment of member schools and the fine work from Andy van Ameyde as its coordinator, the network has made considerable progress in growing the size of its schools, rationalising enrolment arrangements across the schools and developing the quality of education within the schools. The schools enjoy tremendous unity and collegiality.   

The Christian Schools’ Network Board fully endorses Emmanuel Christian School’s plan to develop a Middle School. This is educationally very sound and fits well with the growth plans of other schools and the network as a whole. 

Very successful and highly regarded Middle Schools currently operate at Aidanfield, Hillview and Middleton. The full weight of this successful model and its resources will be put behind Emmanuel as they develop their Middle School. 

The good work already done by Emmanuel Christian School’s leadership with the support of the Christian Schools Network will broaden curriculum and co-curricular activities, allow for sharing of staffing and resources across the network, and make it a priority to see the schools’ Christian character fully embodied in the Middle School.

Parents can be confident that their children will experience success, fulfilment and God’s blessing on their lives in the emerging Emmanuel Middle School. They will enjoy the best of what the network of schools has to offer as well as the special strengths of Emmanuel Christian School which makes it unique in its own right. Pupils will be prayerfully, carefully and rigorously prepared to graduate to the Middleton Grange School Senior College.

On behalf of the Christian Schools Network Board I have great joy in recommending this initiative to parents unreservedly. 

Mark Larson,

Christian Schools Network Board Chairperson. 

20 July 2010

To the parent and staff community of Emmanuel Christian School

The Principals of the Christian Schools Network in Christchurch meet regularly to share, to plan and to support each other in the work that each of their schools is doing.  We share a vision for seeing God honoured through a consistently high quality of Christian education across the city and in each of our schools.  

When Hillview Christian School decided to embark on the development of middle schooling, the only school in the network that had experience in this area was Middleton.  The decision was made very early on to provide all the support Hillview needed to ensure that a strong and robust middle school resulted at that school and this has been the case.  Hillview was supported in terms of advice and guidance, curriculum, resources and in some situations staffing.

Around 2005 the network of schools began a conversation regarding the best possible pathways of schooling for Christian families in Christchurch.  At that time a decision was made to foster the growth of middle schools as this was believed to be an excellent pathway for emerging adolescents to take.  Aidanfield Christian School now has a strong and growing middle school as a result of this decision and the support and cooperation of the other schools in the city.

It is with the full support of the Principals of the Christian schools in Christchurch that the developments at Emmanuel are taking place.  While each school remains autonomous and responsible for providing the curriculum and systems that suit that school, there remains a commitment to work with each other across the network to provide the expertise  necessary to ensure that we have the consistently high quality of education at each of our schools.

We applaud the developments at Emmanuel and commit to working in partnership with the Board at ECS to achieve their goals in the middle years.

Yours in His service

Mark Richardson

Regional Coordinator NZACS (Canterbury)
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